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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from t)^e mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

Z)\3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^3 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^:3 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 2^3 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|gl All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. p Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beus 
(5,728,953). 

Beus discloses an apparatus for measuring the hanging weight of a load on a cable 
(Column 4, lines 32-34), with a central body, a stop to support the cable, a cable pressure 
element (Figure 1, #12, 14, 26, 36, 23, 24), and electronic components to show tension variations 
and the measured weight (Coluinn5, lines 18-23). Beus discloses the pressure element as a U- 
shaped clamp (Figure 1, #23, 24). It is known that these clamps are cylindrical and have a 
smooth surface. 

Beus fails to teach cylindrical washers of different lengths, which separate the clamp 
from the support. 

Beus teaches the use of multiple elements (Figure 1, #14) which serve as both a central 
body for the cable load sensing device and spacers for engagements with clamp elements (Figure 
1, #23, 24). Beus states that although three flat metal bars are shown, one or two would be 
sufficient (Column 3, lines 50-55). Adding a second or third flat metal bar would add thickness 
to the overall beam structure (Figure 1, #12) of Beus as an option if desired by the user, thus, the 
space between the clamp and the central body can be increased or decreased depending on the 
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diameter of the cable used in the application. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the flat metal bars of Beus with 
cylindrical washers since, the adding of flat washer material as a spacer between the claimed 
cylinder and support is a repetition of the concept and structure taught in Beus in which a flat 
material (flat metal bar) is placed to space the cylindrical U-shaped bolt or clamp section relative 
to the last or third flat metal surface of the beam structure (Figure 1, #12). Thus, the cylindrical 
U-shaped bolt or clamp would maintain or establish a separating distance of the cylindrical 
section contacting a cable with respect to the central body (Figure 1, #12) for passage of the 
cable held therein. 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beus (5,728,953) 
in view of Kell (2003/0097885). 

Beus teaches the invention as set forth above but fails to disclose that the electronic 
components are included with terminals for extemal coimections. 

Kell discloses a tensiometer for measuring tension on flexible cables, which allows an 
extemal interface to integrated circuits via and extemal connection (Paragraph 27, lines 13-14). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the electronics of Beus with that of Kell for the purpose of providing an extemal 
connection since this provides a means for transferring data from the device to a computer or 
other instrument for data evaluation (Paragraph 27, lines 13-16). 
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Claim Objections 



1. Claims 2 and 3 are objected to because of the following informalities: The numbering of 
claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.75(f) which states claims must be numbered in Arabic 
numerals. Therefore the phrase "according to the first claim" should be "according to claim 1". 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained firom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained firom either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi:ee). 



Remarks 



NYM 




MichaelTokar 
'^tipervteory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



